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I visited America. It is a vast, vast land. I saw only a tiny 
part of it, but the image that impressed me most was that 
of the cacti of the Arizona desert. Though they stood tall 
and mighty like giants, they appeared almost comical. They 
had a mysterious aura of strength and gentleness. Ah, how 
I wish I were like them. My goal is to be a “cactus man”! 

-NOBUHIRO WATSUKI, 2001 


Nobuhiro Watsuki earned international accolades for 
his first major manga series, Rurouni Kenshin, about a 
wandering swordsman in Meiji Era Japan. Serialized in 
Japans Weekly Shonen Jump from 1994 to 1999, Rurouni 
Kenshin quickly became a worldwide sensation, inspiring a 
spin-off short story (“Yahiko no Sakabato”), an animated TV 
series, and several animated movies. Watsuki’s latest series, 
Buso Renkin, also available in English from VIZ Media, 
began publication in Weekly Shonen Jump in June 2003. 
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fCHAfiTERj 


LAST 

YEAR'S 

EASTSIPE 

CHAMPION 


VERSUS 

WESTSIPE'S 

YOUNOEST 

COMPETITOR 


...VIII 
hGt 9! 











CHAPTER 1: 

ENTER VIU BANNES 



STOP 

INTROPUCINO 
ME LIKE 
THAT. / 


> HIS OLPER 
\1> SISTER IS THAT 
/ HOT PRIMARY 
( SCHOOLTEACHER, 
\\ CISSY BANNES, 
\\ V ACE 21, ANP 
( SHE'S SINGLE! 


m 



I / HE'S TAKINO 
/ ON THE TEEN 

/ PMSION WITH 

J TOTAL PISRECARP 
FOR THE 
TEN-ANP-UNPER 
PIVISION. 

THERE 

WERE / 

SHAKY 

MOMENTS, (- // 

BUT HE 7 / 

MAPE THE / _ # 

FINALS/ l/Cv\ 










































HE'S QUITE 

__J THE CHIP OFF 

^ THE OLD 

BLOCK. 

WHEN HE ^ 

GRADUATES, I'D 
LIKE TO MAKE HIM \l^ 
MY DEPUTY... TURN HIM \ 
INTO A PINE SHERIFF L4 
SOMEDAY. ri 


I HEAR 
VIU WON 
IN THE TEEN 
DIVISION. 


7 I'D BE 
WORRIED 
ABOUT HIM 
HA VINO SUCH 
A DANOEROUS 
V JOB, THOUOH. 


'' V ( I APPRECIATE 



X I FOROOT. ’ 

' CAN'T LET I WAS 
MY OUARD IN THE 
DOWN MIDDLE 
THESE OF MY , 
DAYS. SOT ROUNDS./ 
TO STAY j^LV 
v VIOILANT. 



^ DON'T SET 

YOURSELF 
JUST TOO 
DIVE IT WORKED 
SOME up - 
THOUGHT, rn-rl 
OKAY? 1 















































































































IF yOU'RE\ r 
STILL \ 
CAUSING V// 
TROUBLE, V// 
I'M NOT V 
LETTINO ' 
you OFF 
NEXT TIME/ 












TOUOH G-UYS 
AW BAV &UYS 


KNOW WHAT 
IT 15 YOU'Re 


ARB THE ONLY LOOKING FOR 


ONES WHO CAN 
ENJOY THAT 
WILPERNESS. 









KNOW HOW 
STRONO 







/ I'LL 
' HIGHTAIL 
IT OUT 
OF HERE 
i FIRST THINS 
\ TOMORROW.; 
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I'M NOT 
THE LEAST 
BIT SCAREP 
OF A KIP WHO 
BRANPISHES 
A TOY PISTOL. 
































I GOG H 
I VAR N/ 




























HOW 
STRONG 
AM X? HOW 

strono can 

I BECOME? 


WANTINO 
TO EINP OUT 
IS A MAN'S 
BASIC 
INSTINCT. 

















































































































































































































ru/\PTFR 7 * 

THE TRAINING BEGINS 





































































































Ha COMMITS 
;—STAGECOACH i 

XROBBERJES AND n - L - 
ATTACKS SMALL 
'-TOWNS WHILE^ 
AVOIDING LARGE\ 

CITIES AND TRAILS. 

THEN HE CALMLY^ 
WAITS FOR THE U-I 

I EXCITEMENT J_ 

TO COOL DOWNTlf 

ARK 7 "I 


...THE KEN BROWN 
GANG ESCAPED > 
THE ARKANSAS 
^ OUTLAW K ^~ y 
ROUNDUP BY 
ZIGZAGGING 
ACROSS THE s' 
REGION WHILE 
DEFEATING fHE \ 
POSSES SENT 
AFTER HIM. 
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BUT All 
I HAVE IS 
THAT &UH 
BEIT! 


MARCUS 
HAS A 
&UH AW 
THE MAP! 




/ TO VIU, 

/ A CUN 
AW OUN 
/ BELT ARE 
IMPORTANT 
V ITEMS FOR 
' COINS- WEST. 


' EVEN IF 
HE BECOMES 
STRONO, 
WITHOUT 


HOW CAN 
I BE A MAN 
IF X JUST 
HANO 
AROUNP 
ANP VO 
NOTHING?/ 




if ANP THEN YOU 
\| CAME BACK 
WITHOUT YOUR 
H WEAPONS? 






















ok. vii &m 

YOU A HANDICAP! 
I'll FORBID 
THE USE OF. 
THAT 

SURE-FIRE 

TECHNIQUE. 



THEN 
SHALL WE 
QET TO 
TRAINING? 











CHAPTER 3: 


KENBROWN ATTACKS 












AW I H AVB 
TO GET 
MY &m 
BELT BACK! 



I FOUGHT 
THE KENBR Om 
GAHG, TOO, 
VIVN'T I?! 



PLEASE. 

















OPEN UP 
THE MAP 
ONCE MORE. 


IS IT TO 
DEFEAT 
KENBROWN? , 


/ NOW THEN, 

/ VIU PANNES, 


OR OETTINO 
BACK YOUR 
OUN BELT? 


...BUT 
BECOMING 
STRONG- IS 
SOMETHING 

ONLy you 

CAN DO. 



OTHERS 
CAN DEFEAT 
KENBROWN 
OR 

RETRIEVE 

youR 

OUN BELT... 


OKAY! THEN 
RIOHT NOW, 
yOU NEED 
TO DO YOUR 
BEST TOWARD 
YOUR TOP 
PRIORITY A 


PRIORITy 

h 




















...ANPIF IT 

CAN MAKE TO 
THAT HIGH ROCK. 


\#L 

__ ^ 

EVERY PAY, 
EVERY PAY, 
WE'LL AIM FOR 

BEFORE THE 


^vjlA jQL 

^rrf .; y | • 

ONE STEP 

SUNSETS... 




FURTHER... 




























f ANYWAY, All 
( TRAFFIC HAS BEEN 
) STOPPEP BEYONP 
J THIS POINT. yOU 
\ TWO SHOULP 
V HEAP BACK. 


I 


3»V SHFF 

7 IT'S QUITE \' 

SHFF^. 

( I'M SORRy, Yf 
SHERIFF, U 
FOR ALL THE * 

LET'S 

STOP 

THOUQH, 

^fi¬ 

l CAUSES. / 

TOPAy. 

RUNNING 

ts. 

cv Ac 

, 

THIS FAR AT 

'vS— „ 



V HIS A& E. r — 





HAVE ~ 0hice ' 
NO THEY'RE 

CHOICE, HERE, 
FRIENP. THEY'LL TAKE 
, > CARE OF THE 

VILLAINS 


r TOPAy IS VAY 
SEVEN. REIN¬ 
FORCEMENTS 
FROM 
CHICAGO 
WILL BE 
ARRIVING 


QUICKLy, ANP TOMORROW. 
WE'LL BE 














BROWN 




YOUR 
TIME AW 
FOLLOW 



























































































































































CHAPTER 4: 

MARCUS FADES OUT 






































WHAT'S HE 
BAYING-?! j 
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/ ...AFTER WE \ 
' PROMISE!? 

TO START 
SHOOTINO 
. PRACTICE 
VTOMORROW... . 


r 


1 

f.. 

i. 

.a &m... 

YOU 

WANTEP 

ONE, 

ilOHT...? 

1 

L 


A 







THEN YOU 
MUSTN'T 
CRY OVER 
SOMETHIN# 
LIKE THIS. 


FRIENP 


YOU MUST 
FOLLOW 


SUNSET. 


...AW SET 
OUT FOR 
THE PLACB 
WB PRE4MT 
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If we can make it to that high rock 
before the sun sets, we’ll set out together. 




















































Days and months go by and seasons pass 
as our story moves to five years later. 
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A CUSTOMER 

went insipe 

THE SHABBY 
SALOON 
ACROSS THE 
STREET. 





















A CUSTOMER! 


WAIT, 30SSI 
THIS 
PERSON 
CHOSE TO 
COME HERE. 


















































































































CHARACTER INTRODUCTION 
AND EXTRAS WILL BE 
INCLUDED AS OF VOLUME 2. 




























































































This way, The two 

1 It’s not magic or 

when the needles .3$ 


bottom needle are set at 

"3\ that. The needle 

points north, 90 degree 

that points west 

the needle angels. 

is just for show. 

above will /SffPj 

KAL NEepLE The real needle, 

of course 


made of magnetic 

point west. 


^jy material, 



—'"y is hidden under 


- ^V the compass face. 


IT SOUNPS 
LIKE yOU'RE 
MOCKING- ME. 



YOU'Re 

AWESOME/ 

SMART/ 






































“Truth?” 


“Yes. Something 
that strongly captivates 
men’s hearts... 

As it is passed down 
between people, 
it takes on the 
form of their 

expectations and hopes, 
eventually turning 
into legend.” 


“No... 

“Ahh! 

1 think 

I’m 

it’ll be too 

going, 

much 

too!” 

for you, 


Carol.” 



“Understand, Will, 
there is always 
some truth 
behind what 
we call legend.” 



“Will, 

will you come 
search with me 
when you 
grow up-for 
Gun Blaze West?” 


...BELIEVING 
THAT IT MAY 
HAVE BEEN A KINP 
OF COLISEUM OF 
THE ANCIENT 
NATIVES. 



BASEP ON THE 
LEOENP THAT SAIP 
"ONLY THE STRONO 
ARE ALLOWEP TO 
SET FOOT IN OUN 
BLAZE WEST/' 
FATHER CONPUCTEP 
RESEARCH... 























X CANfc T0 
CONTINUE 
WHAT m 
STARTUP 
£ARUER, WILU 
JOHNSTON// 






For more information, visit vizmanga.com 



